


In June, 1903, some of Pacolet properties in South Carolina sustained terrific losses as a
result of floods. On June 10, 1903, the following statement appeared from Pacolet’s president,
reflecting the courage and determination of the company’s leaders in those days, as well as to-
day. The statement appears in an old issue of the Gainesville News.

PACOLET TO BE REBUILT

President Victor M. Montgomery, in
speaking of the future plans of the company,
is quoted in an interview as saying:

“Pacolet Mill No. 3 will be rebuilt at
once. We have already employed a large
number of men and are giving all able-bodied
people employment who can use a pick and
clear debris. It will probably be three months
until the mill is running again. Contracts will
be signed at once for the completion and
restoration of the mill. Pacolet is not near in
such deplorable situation as Clifton. We lost
mills No. 1 and 2 totally. Mill No. 3 was ter-
ribly damaged. But we lost no mill houses
and none of the people suffered loss except
that their opportunity to earn money has
been destroyed until we get No. 3 running
again.

“My plan is this: Instead of asking for
cash contributions, which are really not now
needed, we have asked all neighboring mills
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This scene taken with the photographer standing near where the present

to take our employees, pay their traveling ex-
penses to their mills and give them employ-
ment for three months.

“I have asked all mills to consent to the
scheme of aid rather than to make cash con-
tributions, for you will at once see that it is
better to get employment for idle people than
to make them paupers by giving them money.
There is absolutely no suffering at Pacolet at
present.

“I believe employment is the keynote to
the whole situation at Pacolet. Idleness is the
working man’s worst enemy. As soon as he is
given work and realizes he is making money,
he is happy and satisfied. While our loss is
great in a financial way, I thank God that the
loss of life is nothing like it was at Gainesville
or at Clifton. We are face to face with a stern
reality but we will meet it without delay or
bitter complaint.”
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Rescue Squad building now stands. Hun-

dreds of bales of cotton and cloth floated away with huge timber and machinery from Mills 1 and 2 during the flood
of 1903. The bridge connecting both sides of the river went down also. The white painted stone cotton shed is the

only building that stands today.




