Pacolet Mills Company
Created by Special Act
Of Legislature in 1881

Disastrous Flood Wrecked
Plant in 1903; Mill Is |
Model Community

Disaster and cyclone have never
for long hampered the development
of Pacolet mills, home of 1200 of:
Spartanburg county’s textile *mnrk-i
ers.

A summary of the history and
ideals of this model mill commu-~
nity has been prepared in a book-'
let issued by the company several
years ago. The foreword reads in-
part; |

“Pacolet Manufacturing company'
was created Feb. 9, 1881 by a s—r.m-::ml.1
act of the legislature of South Caro-
lina.

“The site for Pacolet mills was.
bought in 1881 by Walker, Fleming
and company on the advice of Capt.

John H. Montgomery, a member of' of

the f[irm. |
“From the very beginning of this
industrial enterprise, Capt. Mont-
gomery shaped the policy ol the
company and directed its activities
iinl industrial, social and religious
e, '
- “Capt. Montgomery's policy was
Upon generous views, far-'t
sighted vision, and a clear-clean "
conception of human obligations to‘t
God and man. His lhberal ideas, |
broad vision, and business sagacity |
assured his success in every under- |
taking. His business {oresignt in the |
original purchase of the site, flood |
right, etc., for Pacolet mills has ¢
been amply justified by the growthl
of the plant and the development !¢
of the enterprise in every respect.':
A summary of his {irst report to |
the stockholders is very sigmificant |
In respect to the permancncy of his i
bullding and his vision of greater |
things. His vision, foresight, and in- |«
fluence are sull manifest in thei!
business policy of the company and'!
in the ﬁm m;in religious m-i
terests plants both South
Carolina and Georgia. 1
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Bullds Georgia Plant
“In the course of uwume Lhe
rowth and development of the
th Carolina plant called for
business expansion, and his son. Mr.
V. M. Monigomery, went to Georgia |
in 1000 to secure an additional mill

site In the Pledmont section of that
state.

Georg

*“The policy of the Montgomerys,
father and son, has been?‘nnd is,
to give all to employes comlortable
homes, sanitary environment, good
schools and churches, wholesome
recreauon, an opportunity o earn
and save; In short, the best and
happlest conditlons procurable for
wage-earning and home-making.
The business value of such a policy
Is sound beyond question, as proved
by regular and unfalling dividends

N tha invsast mand

“The outstanding characteristic
the company's plants is the In-
timate knowledge the executives
have of tho Industrial and commu-
nity conditions, their complete un-
dertaking of thelr emploves' needs,
the cooperation of everybody cone
cemed In making these conditions
the best possible, and In mecting
all needs Intelligently.

Cytlone, Flood Stirike

*The story of the rebuilding of
New Holland, wrecked a oyclone|
in 1003. and the rebullding of Pac-
olet mills, destroyed by a flood the
same week, Is an opio that hus no




parallel in the history of the in-
iuusu-y. This double disaster of
istorm and {lood came Lwo weeks
.aner Mr. V. M. Montgomery was
elected treasurer and president of
the piants to succeed his father
1 The story is (oo long to tell in de-
tall here, but the re-esiablishment

v of both plants, on a paying basis|rect and valuable contribution of

', bears eloquent tesumony to the In-
,vincible character of the f{ounder
|and his successor.

“Mr. Montgomery had had no fi-
| nancial experience and the success
. of the rehabuitation of the Caro-
tlina and Georgla miils was due to
‘the confidence and help of Mr, S,
|'M. Miulbken, senior member of the
I firm of Deering-Milliken & com-
|pany. who had handled the output
.+0f Pacolet's piants from the begin-

ning,
L eMr. Montgomery, Inexperienced
*jin finance but fully realizang the
complete physical and f{inancial
;. wreck of the two mils whose fate
, was in his hand, knew that money
', was the first essential for the re-
. ihm!dm: of the two plants. There-
[‘fore, immediately alfter the double
+disaster he went to New York 1o
i seek the advice of Mr. Milhken and
- . secure hel Mr. Montgomery dud
» not finish statement of the need
i of money before Mr Millken said
i o hum, “You can get money if you
jcan write.' To which Mr. Montgom-

:'e:ar‘ replied. *“Thank you. There’
'‘nothing before me now but work.'|

‘These two pithy statements contain
the status of relauonship between
. Deering MLlken company and the

Pacolet Manufactuning company
which vails to this day. Mr. G,
' H. iken, :on and successor to

Mr. 5. M. Miliiken, supplies the
 same confidence and lulgaoﬂ. given
:i' his father, and to allance
' business interests the continuing
Jsuccess of Pacolet is due. Pacolet|
' Manufacturing company makes the
good: Deerning-Milliken company
 sells them. Thnese statements set
' forth the mutual advantages and
Jeommon Interests of the two-{irms,
'iand show the cause of Pacolet’s,
'success and provperity !

Human Facter Uppermost |
“Uppermost in the policy of the,
Pacolet Manufacturing company |
has always been the human faclor,
In its Indusiry. Opportunity for
:ﬁ:;lt.l:n uLIIt.u Il;ul. and the va-
vantages for a gressive
community have rmuudpr?n a di-

m.nd nﬂltﬂm‘htp to South Carolina

“Pacolet Manufacturing company
has made a notable contribution w0
the textille industry of the South by
training mull executives for other
plants besides her own., Mill treas-'
urers, muanagers, superintendents,
overseers without number, have
been developed in her plants, The
policy of the esmpany is such as
lo note and give full play for de-
velopment to any and all operatives|
showing special or marked ability,
on the jobe,

“Not only many executives in the
textile Industry have been trained
and developed In Pacolel's “employ,
hul.menl.ndwnm:nm“ﬂmupur-
sults owe Lheir opportunity for de-

| Georgln.

velopment to her schools and vil
lage environment. Positions o
school superintendents, teachers
preachery, merchants, farmers, doc:
tors, clerical workers of every type
auto mechanics, any and all job:
open to Lthe average man or woman
have been opened to Lthose whos
lastes or Inclinations Jed them
these varlous employments,
Purchase Small Farmas
“Notable among Pacelet’s con
tributing to good citizenship are th
owners of smnall farms in the Pied
mont belt of South Carolina ant
Formerly Lenants, thes
men moved to the mill villages

earned for the first time more than
the bare necessities of lue, saved
the surpius, and 1n time bought for
themsewves land they had once
tilled as tenants. Cases of this kind
could be cited by scores. Another
contribution to good citizenship is
the wiping out of illiteracy by the
night schools and the further on-




‘milly, near G

portunity provided by the continua-|

uon ol classes, The health work
done under the direction of skilled
doctors and tralned nurses has giv-
mtntlllmnuuumma -
genie Uving unsurpassed anywhere.
“The percentage of boys and
girls graduatng from
and entering college
above the average for both states in
which Pacolet’s plants are located
“These facts only attest to the
truth that Pacolet s first concern is
for the human factor in her indus-
try .and that the human element

shows inspirung response to her in-
terest.

h"’l‘hﬂ Lthe humhlm I.nhtu::
Pacolet's policy paramount
clearly manile-t to the intelligent
ooserver. We quote, by
words of Dr. A. E Winshup, of Bos-
ton, Mass., who has visi both our
South Carolina and Georgia plants.
Schools Are Praised
“'Of the many

years nothing
the textie mill schools in the Spar-
lanburg district In South Carol
and in the Galnesville district
Georgla. The Pacolet mills,

and the New Holland
under the
management of Victor M. Mont-
gomery and his associates, demon-
strate the realization of the high-
est ldeals of so educating children
and th that the entire commu-
nity is ennobled by the educational

activiles of the mill management.
‘We have studied the educational

activites of these two mill commu-
nities as thouroughly and as critl-
cally as of any city or county In
the country, and nowhere have we
seen more definite and valuabie re-
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hT shightly || 000

sults in the school attalnments in
life out of school, and In cruungl
personality which could be atirib-!
uted to no other influence.'"”
Pucolet mill 1s capitalized at $4.-
000.000. The caphalization includes
the mill at New Holland, On.
Thmu 77,016 spindles and 2,-

Olficeys are: D. W. Anderson,
president and treasurer; Marvhall
1C. Brone, vice-president. and W. B.
‘Lawson, secretary and asslstant
treasurer. M. B, Lancaster 18 super-
Jintengent
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and twills are




