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During the 1920’s the Pacolet community was famous for the May Festivals that featured the students of the Pacolet 
Mills Elementary School. The presentation was held in the amphitheater next to the school and large crowds attend-
ed. This album has several photos of scenes from these festivals. Unfortunately, almost none of the students in any of 
these pictures are identified. If you know someone in these pictures please let us know. Not all of the locations of the 
pictures in this album were identified. The school at the Pacolet Manufacturing Company facility in New Holland, 
Georgia also had May Festivals and it is possible that some of the pictures were made there. 

Dr. A. Vermont, a Professor of Romance Languages at nearby Converse College in Spartanburg, SC attended one of 
the festivals. Dr. Vermont wrote an article for the Spartanburg Herald Journal newspaper about what he had seen.  
This very complimentary article can be read in the following pages.  
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This photo to advertise the festival was taken at the Mill Superintendent's House on Hotel Hill, not at the stadium. 
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This photo is used courtesy  of Jerry Hodge. His mother, Mary Ragan Hodge is 3rd from the right. Forest Owensby is 
4th from the right. Lewis Wilkins is 1st from the left.  Taken at the Mill Superintendent's House on Hotel Hill. 
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