Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Congratulations to Al of our (Benjamin &. Mays High School
heroes and heroines({! All ?f you who did so much with so [ittle and
not enough(! Who thrived, [earned and succeeded in spite of the
second and third hand books, materials and equipment provided.

(5od bless all of our scholars, athletes and high school [eaders who
Ezew up to become doctors, Ph{)’s, teachers, preachers,

sinessmen/women, supervisors, managers, nurses, military [eaders,
scientists, college pro(essors, great _factory workers, community
[eaders, inspirationa fatﬁers, mothers, aunts, uncles, grandparents
and siblings.

Most of all, thank (5od for our wonderful mentoring teachers and
preachers and our great parents - on whose shoulders we stand//

Ohis ad is brought to you by the:
Pawkins Wellness (sroup, a Shaklee business

owned and operated by Avis and GYerry
(Pawkins.

We provide premium qua[it«z natural vitamins,
personal care products, household products, tap
water filtration systems and outstandinﬂ wellness
business opportunities for all//

Website; www, dawkinsgroup.mysﬁak[ee.com
Office: 864-948-0637

Cellular: 714-615-2639
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CLASS OF 1966 CELEBRATES 2011 BENJAMIN E. MAYS
COMBINED SCHOOL REUNION

LLabor Day Weekend
September 2 - 4, 2011

Middle School of Pacolet Summit Pointe Meeting & Events Center
(aka B.E. Mays Consolidated School) Spartanburg, South Carolina
1966 CLLASS ROSTER
Johnny Anderson™ Wilbert Gist* Patricia McBeth Mattie Richardson
Kendrick Anderson* Marion Hardy?* Doris McCollum James Russell*
Robin Bailey* Roy Harris Henry McKissick™ Linda Smith
Maggie Camp Helen Jeter Mary McKissick Lizzie Smith
Janice Dawkins Tommy Jeter Loretto Mockabee John William (JW) Smith
Peggy Dawkins™ Mary Johnson Paul Morgan Alonza Stewart*
Myrtle Dover Betty Lewis Cornelia Murphy Walter “Pete” Tinsley *
Quinnon Dover David Lewis Alberta Norris Bessie Tucker
Patsy Foster Constance Lightner Rosemond Prysock Michael Wannamaker
James Filzpatrick Henry Lindsay Paul Reed® Tyrone Wheeler
Eddie Gaffney* Bill Logan Robert Reed Elretha Wilkins
James Gaffney Noah Makupson™ Theodore “Bo” Reid ¥  Jumes Wilson
*Deceased
Submitted by:

John William “JW” Smith
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In Honor of Our Mother

Mrs. Sabra Rice
96" Birthday: April 22, 2011

Who can ][im:z a virtuous woman: For her price is jar above rubies. H
children arise up, and call her Hessecz; her husban aiso, and he prais |
her. Many daughters have done virtuous]y, but thou excellest them

Favor is eceitfuf and Z)eauty is vain; but a woman that feareth the Lo

she shall be pra:'seaz. Give her of the frm’t of her hands; and let her
works praise her in the gates.
Proverbs 3:1, 283

““*Childyen™*

M. Earl Rice
Dr. Horace Richard Rice
Mprs. Margaret Poleman
Mrs. Mary Ann Yancey

Mprs. Gloria Jean Alston
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Best Wishes Unsung Hero Wins
from Legend Skill Basketball Game 2003

Johnny Green's Family 1156

G gailiol /UL rakl

who holds the record for 66 straight Free
Throws at Broome

Lamont Carpenter

Class of '64

i
L. -R. Willie, Johnny- Class of '62, Josiah, Jeremiah, Jermaine
and Syreeta
In Memory of

Coleman Dean Dawkins
(Class of '62)

A member of the 'Greatest Basketball Team'
in Mays High School History
1961 - 62 Season

Your Teammates: "The Brackett Boys"
Clarence’®& Douglas




B

and
Sister Kitty Knuckles

In Honor of My Mother
Mrs. Juanita Wallace

In Memory of My Grandmother
Essie Knuckles

L

James Perrin Knuckles
Class of 1965

| Elizabeth McKissick
o joyec] my years at B.E. Mays.
[ was inspirec! by all my teachers
there. My classmates were great.
I am sfngie. I have a goaf
daughter - Kiera Palmer. She is
co]]ege. I retired from ADO
Dapery ~ Corporation as a

It
nteresting. Now, I am enjoying

Urapery Technician. was

In Loving Memory o][
My Brothers
Lewis Gentry
Class of 1065
Allen Gentry

Class o][ 1070

Your Sister,

Betty Gentry Hayes
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In Loving Memory

o
My, Ea]warc] West Brown
We Lov Miss You!

-

Wife - Jessie Mae Brown
Daug]zter - £ uczrey Brown Grant (Roéert L)
Grand c]aug]dters - Veronica Holt Talton (Roland)
Patrice Holt Harciy (Scott)

Grandson - Trevor C. Grant

Great—grandc]d ildren
Scott Harcly 11
Elizabeth Harcfy
Samara Caster




In Memory of My
Loving Husband, The Late

Robin David Bailey, St

December 10, 1047 : May 15, 2011

"Forever in my heart!"

Your Loving Wife,
St%)hanie




F

June 22, 1940 March 10, 2010

In Memory of My Wife

Melissa Ann Buckson Patton,
My loving wife of 51 years,
the love of my life and mother of our four
children.

May she rest in peace and in our hearts forever.

Rev. James Patton, Jr.

176



@mggmng/%mq/

Delmus Dover - Father
Lillie Dover - Mother
Maxie Dover - Brother
Burlee Wilkins - Aunt

BEST

@G’?W %@%%%% %1% %

Blode
A2

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

Boncile Levon Dover McCollum - Class of '62
BA Degree - Claflin College - Orangeburg, SC
MS Degree - University of Tennessee - Knoxville, TN
First Teaching Position - Carver High School - Spartanburg, SC
Retired from SC School for the Deaf after 35 years of Teaching
Alternative Special Education Teacher -Spartanburg School District Three
Interpreter for Deaf Students - Spartanburg Technical College
Interpreter for Deaf Students mainstreamed to Dorman High School, Gable Middle School
& E.P. Todd Elementary School
Currently - Residential Advisor - SC School for the Deaf
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Best Wishes Benjamin E. Mays on a smooth Reunion

In Loving Memory of our Parents, Brother
and Grandparents

Mpr. & Mrs. Frank Smith (Hazel)
Mr. Frank “Big Eye” Smith

Deacon & Mrs. Capus Littlejohn (Levenia)

Love, Gloria, Mary, Donna, Harold (aka Smoke) and Fitzgerald.
f




“Yaur
(Chiltten

WEL wve and Hiss
Yah Wil and
@, Jacqueline and Michael
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In Loving Memory
Mr. Raymond Dawkins 1910 -1971

a———

Mrs. Mozelle Dm/e'r Dawkins 1913 - 2010

We will atways remember the sacrifices you made for us.
With all our love, we give thanks to God for you for helping us to
become who we all are today and for all we have accomplished
because of your dedication to our education at the Cowpens
' Colored School, Ralph J. Bunche School, B.E. Mays Consolidated
School - and beyond...
Thank you for the inspiration, thank you for the guidance. Thank
you for the wisdom and knowledge, thank you for the help.
Most of all we thank you for the lovel.

Your Children,

Robert ('57), Joe ('60), Charles (‘60),Carolyn ('63), & Janice ('66)
&
Rosemary (d..1957)
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In Loving Memory

Mrs. Willie Mae Smith Mr. Bennie Smith
9/30/1912 -1/6/2004 12/4/1904 -9/19/1994
Mr. Victor Lindsay (son)
5/7/1926 - 2/26/1952

Mr. Vernon Smith (son)
2/5/1930 - 7/9/2003

Mr. Columbus Smith (son)
8/2/1931 -6/23/1952

Mrs. Erlean Smith Baker
2/26/1945 -6/18/2007

Mr. Nelson "Danny” Smith (grandson)
5/21/1957 - 1/28/2003

Precious ones from us are gone--voices we love are stilled.
A place is vacant in our hearts that never can be filled.

They will not be forgotten; though on earth, they are no more.
But they will be with us in memory as they always were before.
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We dedicate this page to our beloveth brother, Eddie Dean Gaffney. We
miss you so much. The world is not the same without you. There is a
missing link in our chain of siblings that can never be replaced. The most
important part of the chain, our mother and father have you embraced

in their arms in Heaven. We love and miss you all.
Joyce
Blondell
Joel
Larry

Scotty
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Bessie Thomas - Foster
From Spartanburg, South Carolina
Elementary School - Ralph J. Bunch - Cowpens, SC
High School - Benjamin E. Mays - Pacolet, SC
Colleges - Durham Business College, Durham, NC
Borough of Manhattan Community College - New York
Work - Mount Sinai Hospital - New York
Business Associate - 45 years

EEons: Elton Foster, Jr. & Alexander J. Foster

Gloria Gist - Russell
From Cowpens, South Carolina
Elementary School - Ralph J. Bunche
High School - Benjamin E. Mays _
College - Durham Business Colllege - Durham, NC
Work - Johnson C. Smith College
Charlotte, NC
40 years as Secretary

Son: Stephen Russell

In Memory of My
Nephew

Eddie Dean Gaffney
Class of 66

Mrs. Jessie Mae Brown

Congratulations to the
Benjamin E. Mays
Reunion
Committee
for a job well done!
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Oglesby
(Mae Helen Tinsley)

Congratulations and
Warmest Wishes
to the
B.E. Mays Reunion
Committee
and all the attendees.
May God continue to bless
you and keep you in His

care.

Love,
Joann Gault-Copeland
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The Class of '63 - Reflectrions..

A snap shot of memories from the past in honot
and in memory of my beloved classmates.

Prinipal: Mr. John D. Blanding

Senior Advisor: Mr. Monson Owens, Jr.
Class Motto: "Of Footprints and Time"
Class Colors: Blue and Gold

Class Poem: "A Psalm of Life" by Longfellow (St
#7 was our favorite)-:"Lives of great men all rem
us... We can make our lives sublime...And, departis
leave behind us...Footprints on the sands of time.
Class Song: "You'll Never Walk Alone

Senior Play: April 13, 1963 "Dead Man's Bluff"
Senior Trip - May 1963 The Gordon Motel - Al
Beach, SC
Senior Prom - May 3, 1963 Theme:"Evening in Paris
Band: The Yakety Yaks

Commencement Exercises - May 19, 1963
Annual Sermon- William A. Dyson, Minister, Walk
Memorial Church- Spartanburg, SC
May 24, 1963 - Commencement Program: (
Roster of 33 members.  Graduating w
Honors:Valedictorian, Evelyn  Juanita  Smith
Salutatorian; Corrie Ann Smith, S.T. Foster, Ca
Sue Dawkins, Arrie Orline Davis, Barbara
Crawford and Ned Shand

Congratulations B. E. Mays Consolidated School and
Class of '63 on your "final "All School Reunion!"
Caralyn S Dawkins Fields , BE.Mays ('63)

& Poyce Fields, Fv. G.W. Carver High School (63)



ARTICLES

OF INTEREST

AS

PUBLISH

IN THE

SPARTANBURG

HERALD JOURNAL



-woﬂh'iﬂe-—~tl tlle *world;”
(l’lloﬁle&BM) -

Eaﬁlly
“S‘st ed’

“‘Dr,” Benjamin E. Mays
u.delivemd graduation- ad-

Benjam!nE Mays ‘High School
in Pacolet Mi]ls Wednesday
night. -

~ Mays, Prmulent Emeritus o(
Moréehouge College in Atlanta,
told. the 29 graduates that. the
“future-belongs to the young.”

*Go forth and do something
‘worthwhile in the world,”” the
educator, civic leader and
writer told the graduates.

Mays urged the graduates to
masfer a skill oran art because
“no.one is free unless he is a
master of a skill. You can never
be free" if you do not have a
gkill.”’

The holder- of 23 henorary
degrees urged the young people-
to set high goals in their ac-
tivitles. “You are too easily
satisfled, If you are satisfied,
you are finished.”

Mays was Dean of the School
of- Religion at Howard
University for six years. He
served as the president of
Morehouse College from 1940 to
1967. ‘A graduate of Bates
College, Mays earned his M. A
and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Chieago.- -

Benljamm E. Mays High
School will close its doors- as
high- school this week, The
-school will inthe fallasa-
Middle School. Mays students
will be transferred to Pacolef
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Class of 1963

.- PACOLET ~=" Commencement

lexercises at Begjamin E. Mays
Sehool will“be held “at the school
gymtorium Friday at 8 p. m. Prin-
;e}palj—m_lgha—--%::ﬁlan;ﬁng;-hasﬁan-:.:
inounced £

A total of 33 students are can-,
didates -for diplomas. s

¥l
%_Immm;lmzea&m‘wﬂri
ibe preached in the gymtorium by |
‘the Rev. William A. Dyson. pas-|
tor of Walker Memorial Metho-
dist Church, today at 5 p. m.

AT

!
ol |

‘The valedictorian will he Evelyn
Juanita Smith and salutatorian
~=Speeial_honors go to S. T. Fos-|
ter; Carolyn Dawkins. Arline Da-
wvis, Ned Shands. Gary Lewis and
Barbara-Crawford. :
__The following .are candidates for
rothy A. Brown, Davis Byars
E——Bzr ara—As;—Crawford;—Arline
W, Dawkins, -Lawtence Fair — 'y
Foster. S. T. Foster, Connell Gen-|
1‘.1"‘,{1.] Gloria A  Gist, Ruth A. Gist,

fe L. Gist, Hazel Hemphill and
Maiorie Hill. » ;
Also, Dianne "Hughes, Margie A.|
Johnson. Garry L. wis, ‘Corrie A.
Littlejohn. Richard Lipscomb, Nor-|
(man E. McMahan, Shirley M _Mings.
Bernestine ‘Mitchell, Willie M. Mur-

-phy -

son, Ervin Smith. Evelyn J. Smith.
_Charles.L. Teamer, Bessie 1. Thom-
“as, Clarence L. Wilburn, Wallace
LWilliams and Charles Wood,

=TS
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Uzee Judy Ann
Brown Jr, Foster

MAYS TO HOLD
GRADUATION
FRIDAY NIGHT

Commencement oxercises for
graduates of Benjamin E
Mavs High School at Pacolet
Mills will be held Friday mght
at 3 in the school gymtorium.

Dzee Brown Jr is valedic-
torian and Judy Ann Foster is
salutatorian.

Alrs.  Alberta Dapiels, a
retifed teacher, will presont Jhe
Danicls Award to an outstanding

aduate.

grmhcr members of the class
are Yvonne Brows, Eddic Byrd,
Dennis Byrd, Willie Byrd, Eli-
shus Byavs, Charles Buckson,
Alma Dowberry, Ruby Davis.
Joe Hardy, John Heey, James

Henderson, Andrew iill, Robect
Johnson, Sherey Johnsen, dMars
tha Johnson, Josephine Lo-

wrance, Bennie Long Jr., Joe Q
Littlejohn, Ray Makupsen, Lone.
me Maybin, Vickey McCracken,
Diane Mings, Heory Mitehell,
Mae F, Murphy, Judy Oglesby.
Nettie Palmer, Alon2o

Richavdson, Judy Tucker, Terry

Wiikms, Evelyn West, ‘

. Leroy Myers is principal,
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Horace Rice’s Mother
Has Reason To Be Proud

By FRANCES UPCHURCH
Stuff Writer

Satra Rice of Pacolet never hougiit her
son Horace would ackieve as much ashe has
inthe past 20 years. She certamly is proud of

him

Horace was borp ond grew upin Pacolel.
Hegraduated from Bengamyn £ Move o
School m 1938, He had 1o desire 10 alte..

celege

He went directly 1o work s 8 surgery
crierly al Spartanburg General Hespual.
Hewerkedone year, untlieresheedihat he
would Bave 10 g0 1o ¢ollege of he wanted 1o

make the most of his abshiles

Duting that same year, Horace Ries glso
beeame increasingiy active in his work o1
Gethsemarnie Bzpust Crurch. He was elec!-
¢d Sunday Schoo! superinienden? and later

ordaned 2 geacon.

Hesays, “Iprayed 10 Gofl tobless mc with
afullhie—ahfethatssould contribste to the
advanersent of other hiyes My church
work gave me conflidence. 1 tuheyed that
God vieuld bless me in my college ene

Geavors.™

fliee was one of five ¢hilkiren. His father
Steve made onds meet Dy working 25 a
carpanter's helper al the 8.C. Schenl for the

Deaf end Biind a2 Cedar Spring.

ilis mother remembers, “We wera poor
anc didn" have anything. 1 always won-
dered now Horace wesgoing tode i whonhe
ialked aboul gomng 1o college. Byl he said

there swowd be g way.”

Rice applied and was secepled a5 2 sty-
deny 1 Joknson C. Smmith Umivarsity In
ust. 1281 Heslsowas hired

&8 an orifspedic attendan al Charlotze
Memonal Hospstal. Even he may nat have
fully realized 33 then, Lat ke wes on his way,
faun in God, 1

Charloite in Au

“Wilh §8 and a iot of
packed my bags,” he says.

Yihen he ernved in Charlotie, the college
treasurer 1918 Lim he could not regrster
iliol tuttien pay-

wiihewd the 1then) full
ment of $120.

"1 demendad 9 see e collepe presi-
dent,” Bieeseys. “Tinformed hirn that [ ned
oniy 8t and needed that money for tus fare
and meals at work untll my firs? paydey in

woweeks Inrnmisedso makeati cafments

beforz the end ef the schogl vear »

The school's ohief officer waives the inl-

tial payn:ent ard afiowed Rice to pay his
tilien in monthly instaiiments.

For the nest four years the dotermined
yeung man worked the L1 pm -7a:in shfl
ai the Kispial, six days aweek. T goi off
work 0t 7 and rode the bus back 1o campus.
AV T3, 1 rushed to my dorm rosm and
changed clethes I went (o breakfast al7 45
erd then 1o class a1 8.

Hislast class ended 213 p m Herushedis
the fibrary Ior ap hour's study. e returned
18 his room ot 4,35 and slepl i is room
mate awazered him a1 8 .39 Then he dress
co for werk, dropped by the library for
anglier nour with fits bocks end caughl the
bus for work at 10,

*1 vap remember toking i-second naps
standing on the elesator whie travelisg
from; ihe first 10 the 1op ficor of the hespe?
al,” he recslis.

IE———)

Rice was tempied many limes to chuck
the whele tnng and go home, but he held
faz, Herecerved s bachelor of zcis degree
inpsyehology and sociologya May, 1955 He
accepted a job as gudanee counselor for
Virgimia's Bedford Counly Sthissls He also
enrolied in the master’s program at the
Universily of Virginiz,

In 1657, he was called by the draft agon.
He had receved three deferrals Sopaase of
his schooling and job. He was mducted mio
thie Army apd ranned as aoarmed reconnar-
Senee seoul. Kice was sent 19 Korea whees
heworked inthe hostile hire zone of the D37
{Demihnarnzd Zone;

He returred {0 his Bediord County job in
1553 and Segan o diversify s gosls.

Rice earned his mazter's degree in 1973,
e was ardained for the muimstry and subse-
guently became pasior 2 New Green Slous.
la1p Baplisi Church in Esmont, V2 He also
svolved Birnsell in numercus oiher rehigi-
ous, eifacational, elvic and pobitics! vifars

He marped He and fus wile Glora had
lwo daughters, Joylyn, §, snd Holl, 1
maontis,

InJuly of this year, Rics was enployedas
an Z8minisiraiar for the Culpeper County
i¥a.) Sehools. In August, e was awarded
tne Doctor of Education degree In counsel-
Ing and educational resenrch and statisties,
admiristration and superyision.

New Dr. Rice, fie says, “1 fecl that the
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nznded o see ne college preses
lee says. "linformed ki that T had
and nezded that money for bus face
Is 2l work unlii my firs! paydayin
iz, Tpromisedtemakeali pafments
fe end of the school year™ .

‘hoal's chief officer waived the int-

e

DR, HORACE RICE

InJuly of this year, Rice was emplors
an administrater for the Culpeper (0
iVa.» Schoeols In Aupus), he was
the Doctor of Edueation degree in
ing and educalional researeh and slas
admimstration and supervision.

Wow Dr. Riee, hie says, "1 {ool (018

uaiiy of 2 person’s hife is more img
E.L;u: e quaniiy. 1 fave beep sun
because people Bave had faith i me

He mentions Buddy Brows,
Brown's Storg in Pacolel, who helpad8
fimancially with lcans during his ol

rears; birs. Janie Goodwin Cosner, o
f‘: & leacher al Mays High School, n
Sparzantiaeg Mk, Who encouraged g
go 1o coliege, ... 3 the people of P
who encguraged him 10 keep the fad

e says, 1 wamt to thank Malhe
Daddy wha instilicd 12 me the couraged
whet I want o doinbie They toldme
should nol expeed anyone o give m
thing; that I shouid earn my way ling
iife.

*And, 1 weni to thank my Led
Suviowr lor hus blessiogs.”

Rice deosn’l get a chunce to relum
hormzetewn, Peeolel, very citen, hulls
he wiil always love 11,

He visned once during the summe
anly compiainl his mether h;ad_wgs,
heeming too busy. Bul I'm poocdhe'si
well.3 1




ghe Blabek s the davghler of
dr, amad Brs. Ruy cBessim
Bislock. Barbara Gelns §s the
daughter of 3ir, and Pirs;, John
& Galns Sr,

LA E St o b

. Sparianbars Coanty girds wop
Sour aul of w0 Orst prizes in 4-H
idssirict elgninalion 2uaiosts tavel.
ving 10 other soiniles af e Lis-
g!lp High Schogl In Gresawilie Pﬂ-i

. i
in sdiition. oac tnrd-place prize-
iwas woa. Firsi-pincs winners were
Jumor corn men! muifin. Bop.f
}nle Daver of Haiph J, Bupvhe:
Eitmesisry Seboel 1 Cowpens,
Birs. Jessie Mae Ges, leader. |
G I Coitn
0 rm B Merx
f!mndl in Pacolet. Mp<” Loaste

mn., -

Chirken speopbread, Kav ¥Frase.
;s Beoler of Floreave {kapel Hagh
fBehool at Wellford, 2rs. Jesae

Map Hown, teetier,

ot Negro 4

busg Hi
‘Club girls who will parficipate;
“iny disirict elimination contests at

Newherry ¢n May 5 have boeng
announeced. i
They are; Shirley Wallace, Fos!
ier's Grove High Scheol; Boneile:

Dover, Zimys High Schosl: Marid
va Keﬁi‘;!,&?lfm::ﬁ:h Publie School:

Edidis Mae Jones, Fas!l?r’sFG:u:rg:;
Befly Jean Campbeli, Fosters:
Chapel Elementary School; apd
Cheryll Joe Suber, Foster's Grove:

T

xplorer Scoul Post 290 fias
'gwﬂw E

‘orgapized

B S i T TR E R
hemn
Moys

High School. |
1956

from Cinflin College and stw
fureher al MinotState Collegein
North Dakoia.

e . A

z e ]
Brows, E. R, humiis, William
Bethea, Ervin Dawkins and Jes

.

i A boy seout frocp amd oub pacek,
Bty dernd oo el iadi
¥ear. |
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Terry Dawkins
Geis Study Aid
Terry M

e, sonof “MIS:
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MEMORIES

Helio,

My name is Gloria A. Smith, had I
graduated from B. E. Mays I would have
been in the class of 1971.

I have been given the opportunity to take
you on a journey of memories of the past
four reunions and other events. I hope that
you will enjoy the next couple of pages.

So let’s get started with the journey. Flip
the page please.



The First Benjamin E. Mays High School |
Reunion 1993 |

“Rekindling
Old Acquaintances
and
Developing

New F riendships”




M. Lester Johnson, President

Patricia Durrah Coleman, Vice President




Elretha Miller Wade, Secretary
Peggy Mitchell Moore, Assistant Secretary
Not Pictured Eula Ruth Wood, Chaplain !

Treasurers
Janice McBeth
Lamont Carpenter |
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Seated L to R: Don Wade, Chairperson, Elretha Miller Hymes

Standing L to R: Levator Logan Williams, Josephine Ellis,
Gloria A. Smith
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Year Book & Fund Raising Committee

Levator Logan Williams — Chairman

Patricia Williams Logan
Orgcmization

Bill Logan Patricia McBeth Logan
Cover and Memorial Cover and Memorial

Margean Prysock
Adbvertising




Josephine Ellis

Nancy Dawkins — Chairman

Patricia Durrah Coleman




Bullet, Poneice and
Bill showing off the 1*' B.
E. Mays reunion T-
Shirts.. Looks good
don'tit.

N

SCHOOL RELAI0N

CLASSE OF b0

| really want to tell
Gloria to get it
together with the
music. She’s trying to
be a D.J. and don’t

know how.

Pee Wee and
Bessie smile big
for the camera.

Looking good!




m

Folk will gather for food.

e T e

Ya'll better

sell all this

stuff, you
don’t want to
take it home.










The Banquet and Dance was a hit. Everybody enjoyed meeting and greeting
old and new friends.




Doris, we know \
you have retired,
but have you lost
your hearing

too?

.




NOW THIS NEXT SECTION IS THE
BAHAMAS CRUISE

i {1 ihas

A
.:'."-f‘%".

OOPS MY MISTAKE
I WASN’T SUPPOSE TO SHOW THIS ONE

KEEP FLIPING PLEASE
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Benjamin E. Mays High School
| Reunion
Bahamas Cruise

May 20 — 24, 1996

The Manifest

! Van & Minnie Makupson Nancy Dawkins

Patricia Coleman Marjean Prysock
Linda Sexton Tommie Goode

' Paul & Eunice Tinsley Lois Ishmael

‘ Angela Bailey Leon Wilburn
Jerome & Ida Askew Willie & Rosalyn Byrd
Boyce & Carolyn Fields Junior Richardson
Betty Linsley Roxie & Phillip Washington
Thelma Oglesby Janice McBeth

| Robert Durrah ' Alex & Betty Gantt

i Donna K. & Hazel Smith- : Willie M. Geter

| Tracy Geter Carolyn Smith

| Wilbert Rogers Thedore Reid, Jr.

‘ William-& Lisa Rogers o Earl & Betty Baxter
James & Elaine Wilkins John & Margie Oglesby
Viola Littlejohn Levator Williams
Betty C. Lokuji Hazel Wannamaker

“"Corrie Wannamaker

1
I i
Adury Gory st EmmeRees
: Harold Beaty Regina Simmons
| .

What happens in the “Bahamas” stays in the Bahamas!



BENJAMIIN E. MAYS HIGH
SCHOOL REUNION
BAHAMAS CRUISE
MAY 20™ - MAY 24™ 1996

PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1996

CONGREGATION

MARGEAN PRYSOCK
CHAPLAIN

CO-CHAIRPERSON

THE OCCASION AND ROLL CALL ELRETHA WADE

TRIBUTE CAROLYN FIELD

REMARKS DON WADE
CHAIRPERSON

BENJAMIN E. MAYS ALMA MATER

(COCKTAIL PARTY)
COMPLIMENTS OF GOLD COAST CRUISES

COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR THE YEARS 1995-1996 ARE:

Chairman - Don Wade
Co-Chairman - Patricia Coleman
Secretary - Thelma Oglesby
Assistant Secretary - Patricia Logan
Treasure - Nancy Dawkins
Assistant Treasure - Robert Durrah
Communication - Bill Logan
Chaplain - Margean Prysock
Fund Raisin - Levator Williams
Members - Paul Tinsley, Flretha Wade







Earl is the tallest so
he has to make

sure every body

stays in the group
and don't get lost.










“Retlections of

. the Pass as We

- journey to the |
21" Century”




lot to make it happen. I would like to acknowledge the persons
and companies that help make the 1998 School Reunion the |
success that it was.

Caterer
Ms. Cynthia Williams
Greenville, SC

DT — Music
Mr. Vincent Davis
Greenville, SC

Schools

Middle School of Pacolet
Pacolet, SC

Spartanburg School Distrist Three
Glendale, SC

Photographer I Video

Mr. G.G Edwards Studio
Gaffney, SC

Registration
Mrs. Pearl Smith Black
Greenville, SC

Hotel

Music Friday Night
Mr. Don Wade
Spartanburg, SC

Music Sunday Worship

Mrs. Elretha M. Wade
Spartanburg, SC

Programs
Miss Gloria 4. Smith
Pacolet, SC

Support
Mr. Jerome Littlejohn
Pacolet Mills, SC

Advertisement

WSPA Radio, Bill Drake
Spartanburg, SC
Spartanburg Herald

Spartanburg, SC

Speakers

Dr. Eddie Dean Gaffney
Atlanta, Ga.

Reverend James Patton
Spartanburg, SC

Quality Hotel and Conference Center

Spartanburg, SC
211




Worship Service at the Middle School of Pacolet
Sunday, September 6, 1998
11:00 am - 1:00pm

....... Deacon Marion “Dooley” Miller

il Call to Worship ... csanssussensenssssnesusrsserssanssnssanmmenmrsmmnarenssnsssesssnsssnesss LICACON  Marion Miller “71**

Congregattonal Hymn .............................................................................. “Laft Every Voice and Sing”
Scnpture srreesnessesne st ssnesrtesesassnessesasssnesssessanesessseneens MITS. YVONNE Smith McBride “65”
EE PR, i oions s B S S e i T e R b b TONE Jackie Mitchell “69”
L@  —— PTG o () of © 1)) o i e (S O 1 07e) vs e
Il Offering for B.E. Mays Scholarshjp Fund s e M Pan] Tinsley 58
Mr. Bill Logan “66”

OTIEY Pray i it i i 1T Ui it s vt dobmmavem el ssmeb e s e oo eatstatns

Il Selection ............. Chonr

Lighting of Memorml Candles Mrs Patuua McBeth Logan “66”

| Ms Patricia Durrah Coleman “62”
Introduction Of SPEAKET ....c.ccviiiiiiniiiiieriieiiieirenecneieseseesseesssesssessseessssssneses ..Mrs, Nancy Dawkins “67”

| e ...Choir

e s e REVL JaIDES Patton, Jr.
(Class of 55, Pastor of White Plains Baptist Church)

Text

Topic

il Invitational Hymn ... A T SRS S T S aTAR A S swvmras s ans ...”Pass Me Not”

Crowing of Little Miss Mays Ms Levator Logan Williams “64”
Presentation of Scholarship ... .. Mr. Don Wade “65”
Remarks Mr Don Wade “65”
LETNIOUINORTINEIANS . viocivinsnirain inonsnss soi eineuuamnn s vy sl s na o vadises v s e b e e oSS SRS i s bk s b b
B Departing SElection ..........cussresissimssassssssmsssssisssmicssisssssissssasmmsnsisssasssens Lhe B Mays Alma Mater”
D M WO s o B e B Pt e b et TR James Patton, Jr “55”

“Tour of the School”

Little Miss Mays Contestants

Little Miss Tiffany Renee Fields
Litde Miss Kabrianna Janay Jeter
Little Miss Jasmine Jones
Little Miss Rena Denis Smith




Lithe Hliss %g/s G‘ﬁzgﬁ - 1998

Jasmin Jones is the daughter of Raisa Coleman Drummond and
the grand-daughter of Patricia (Durrah) and Luther Coleman.
Jasmin is nine years old and in the Fourth grade at Cowpens

Elementary School.

Jasmin Jones







1998 - %@Mﬂl@ﬂ
ﬁ\%\ i}b Reflections of the Past as we‘*’ A- ,}‘ﬁ

Journey to the 21st Century’




| For several years the B. E. Mays Renaming Committee worked hard to

get the name of Benjamin E. Mays back on the original school. In
November of 1999 the dream came true. The name “Original Benjamin

| E. Mays” was replaced on the building.

The Dedication Service

Honoring
Dr. Benjamin E. Mays
and
Recognition of Outstanding Educators

Mr. Edward West Brown
Mrs. Alberta Ruff Daniels

Mr. Monson Owens, Jr.

Was held November 14, 1999

The keynote speaker was
Dr. Uzee Brown of Morehouse College
Atlanta, Ga.




B. E. Mays Renaming Committee
(1998 — 1999)

Officers

Vivian Smith Teamer (64), Chairperson
Coy Smith Mobley (54), Vice-Chairperson
Boncile Dover Whittenburg (62), Secretary
Louise Maybin Woodruff (62), Assistant Secretary
Minnie Johnson McCollum (65), Treasurer
Josephine Reed McBeth (58), Assistant Treasurer

Committee Members:

Julius Smith (71)
John Dickey (55)

Betty Wannamaker Lokuji (70)
Lester Johnson, Sr. (58), Deceased
Clifford “Buck” Smith (60), Deceased
Pansy Hardy Byrd (55), Deceased
Eddie Dean Oglesby (58), Deceased
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Benjamin E. Mays School
By: Boncile Dover Whittenburg

To the Superintendent, District 3 Board of Trustees, Parents and Students of the Middle School of Pacolet, Fellow Benjamin E.
Mays Panthers, visitors, friends and especially to our esteemed speaker for this auspicious occasion, our very own, Dr Uzee
Brown. There are times when the English language seems inadequate to ex press the profound gratitude one feels for an act that
has been so graciously rendered-today is one such time. On this very special celebration, we are overwhelmed with joy and our
hearts are filled with pride for the electricity of the moment. As we witness the name. “Original Benjamin E. Mays School,” the
plaques listing the names of former students and tie portrit of Dr. Mays being unveiled, we are reminiscent of the days we
shared beneath these hallowed walls. We are more than grateful to Dr. James O. Ray and the District 3 Board of Trustecs for
their consideration of our request. To merely say. “Thank You” would truly be an injustice of words.

As | stand before you to express encomium on behalf of all the Benjamin E. Mays constituents, [ deem it an esteem pleasure to
have been chosen to stand in such a place of honor

We have long waited the day when we could see the name “Benjamin E. Mays™ restored to its original place in history. Neither
time nor erosion could ever erase the memories that have been indelibly eiched amengst our most treasured memoirs. Today is a
testimony to our love, devotion, dedication and vision [or our beloved Alma Mater.

Our school claimed its rightful place in history through academics and sports. We have graduates who are successful in every
aspect of education and other professional careers: medicine, the legal system, the ministry, art, music and the list goes on. As |
salute the classes of 1953-1970, 1 extend a hearty congratulation to all of you. As 1 look around [ can readily see that the years
have been more than gracious. This afternoon we are blessed with an irrepressible spirit and a dynamic energy ransmitting our
power, one fo the other.

WHEREAS: We, being former members of the Benjumin E. Mays Scliool, accept with joy the celebration of the remodeling of
this institution and are filled with pride for the rewarding days we shared here.

WHEREAS: This afternoon marks a milestone in our lives as a group of committed students and graduates to our school and
Its excellence

WHEREAS: During the past years we have continued to hold onr banner high and

WHEREAS: We have lived up to the expectations and goals set forth by our former teachers and

WHEREAS: The spirit of cooperation has bonded the love for our Alma Mater with an undying allegiance

3E IT THEREFORE RESOLVED:
That these classes go on record as uniting in this testimonial to our cherished school and may unfaltering
commitment and devotion forever live in our hearts and may the coming years continue to shower us with
blessings from above.
3E IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
So thart others who shall come after us may know that we passed this way. a copy of this resolution shal be placed
among the archives that have been presented today and this document may serve as penmanent minutes of this,
the “Original Benjamin L. Mays School.”
Ve, the undersigned do herchy, sct scal and witness this Fourteenth Day of November. in the Ycar of our Lord, Nineteen
lundred and Ninety Nine.
Vewion Ponille Jeame, Chairperson ‘J\e)ster Sﬂﬁ?ﬁaﬂ
Goy Finith Alpitey, Assist. Chairperson go&z ﬁf.a;zy
Bonnils Phases Q’I/‘:&T/u? Secretary 9@1&; %!dy %g’uﬂ
Lowtse Weayble Wosdeunlf, Assist. Secretary Clitford Bornard Smith
oflirna ofhnson e Gollum, Treasurer Dubizs: Smiihs
Sosptine oHeSBeh, Assist. Treasurer Bddis Dean @pisby(DECEASED)




Dedication Service |

Middle School of Pacolet (Original Benjamin E. Mays School)|
Honoring

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays

November 14, 1999

Mr. Paul Hughes §
Congregation
Mr. Lester Johnson
Pledge to the Flag Students, Middle School of Pacolet
Presentation of Miss B. E. Mays Mrs. Louise Maybin Woodruff
Mr. John Dickey

Recognition of Outstanding Educators

° Rev. Jack H. Dover & Mrs. Mamie Johnson McKay
o Mrs. Mary Rice Yancey
Mr. John W. Smith

Dr. Eddie Gaffney

Vice Provost, Student Affairs Morehouse College
(1968 Graduate B. E. Mays)

Dr. Uzee Brown
Dean, Sophomores/Professor of Music Morehouse College
(1968 Graduate B.E. Mays)

Mrs. Louise Maybin Woodruff

Mrs. Evelyn Tate Shippy

M. Bobby Maybin & B.E. Mays Choir

Biographical Sketch Mrs. Betty Lokujii

| Unveiling Ceremony

e Introduction of B. E. Mays Renaming Committee Mr. Otis McCollum
o PORIEAIL ... .ovnvniusininsimsisasinniansssiiss MIS, Jessie Hackett Smalls/Mr. Julius Siil

Plaques

Students Mrs. Mary Miller Means/John Dickey
Principals and Faculty Mrs. Pansy Byrd/Mrs. Josephine McBeth
| B. E. Mays Scholarship Donor Mrs. Minnie McCollum Johnson

(Move Outside, In Front of School)
Unveiling Ceremony

Name on Building Mr. Clifford Smith & B.E. Mays Renaming Committee
Remarks Mrs. Vivian Smith Teamer

Dr. Robert E. Glenn
Alma Mater B. E. Mays and Congregation

(Move Back Inside for Refreshments)
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The tarp is removed at the Middle School of Pacolet to display the name of Benjamin E. Mays Schooli The titfe is called original because
this was the first school to bear the Mays name.

Benjamin E. Mays honored at fédedication

By BENNY LEE SMITH At that time, the school was known as the
S8 Wit Benjamin E. Mays School. That name was
PACOLET  changed 1o the Middle School of Pacolet in
hen Uzee Brown attended Ben- the carly '80s. Now it will be known as Mid-
jamin E. Mays School in the late  dle School of PacoleyOriginal Benjamin E
1960s, he mel a teacher who Mays School
inspived him to pursue a carcer in A majority of the crowd at Sunday's dedi-
music. cauon were former students, facolty and
Brown, who wenton to earn a doctoratein  staff
music; returned 1o his alma mater Sunday “Today just happens to be my birthday
affernoon 10 help rededicate the school in~ And 1 can think of no better pres
Mays’ name. see the name of Benjamin E. Mays nailed
Maore than 300 people showed up for the upon the walls of this school of which I am
fwo-hour event which included an unveiling  proud to call my alma mater.” said Brown
of'a portrait of Mays, plagues with names of during the ceremony in the school gym.
former students and faculty who attended
the schoo! during the 1950s, ‘60 and 705 YAYS condmued on 420

BENJAMIN E. MAYS

A look at some of the career accom- ® Presiden! of Morehouse Collzge
plishments of Benjamin E. Mays: . —_—

nwina hic niacida
1930 10 1932 hediecled 3 ey wing his prasider

Minie Johnson McCollum, left, and Baity
Wannamaker Lokuji unveil the portrait of
} g 3 Benjamin E. Mays on Sunday during the

Clty. Thisledtothe  m Mays was a Bapuis! rededication ceremony of the Middie

g .':||r|..' fublshed in - x > School of Pacolet
W Order of Palmetio hannree

o the Atlanta Schos
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Brown, a 1 | ef=0r At
vorehouse C i Atlanta,
spoke in an almost sermon like pal
tern, applauding the Pacolet com-
s recent push ro get Mays
back on the school

who met Mays on a few

isions and who also sang ar ins

, showed thi NPIESSI0T)

' nee he found cut w

| 3 ) wid b
| 3 _

le said that although Sunday s

VEeNnt was 4 gireal siep 1n gettmiyg

viavs name back on rhe building, i
Hould be taken as just a first stej
v returning 1t to 1S oviginal name
supporters ol  rthe school's
| enaming said they pushed (o get
‘ he namme bhack on the bulding
| hecause of Mays' importance and
! the legacy he left I'I'L::i?i_ﬂd
'he lpworth native gréew up «
| sonuf ex-slaves who could noi read
He attended high school, coll
| nd he received a doctoral degres
n 1935
He served as an kbnghish nisiru
' o at South Carolina State College

(| executive secretarv of the Tampa
Fla.. Urhan League anda U8
known for being one of rhe nitu

A Lhe

=NLEa €}
Rev Dr"Manr-
fin Luther

ng Jr

Mays 'deliv

ered King's
culogy in-1968.
[n his life-
tine, Mavs
€ f;'\\ i )
() 1t
| 1"t

i€ ::l]-‘:'-ll had

nue bhutldin S and a street

.'t,i'
qr Aleanta named in his honor.
Pacoler Mills was the [irst
(ace m rhe nation which honared

Viavs by naming its school after

FERE!
Miavs has also received the
Order of the Palmetto, the highest

citizen honoi in the state

He 1s member of the state's
FHall of "ame
Mavs died March 28, 1954, but

Brown fold the crowd “although the
nnlding's name has changed aver
the veears his spirit has never left i

sr’iil‘\ N

an be reached
Om 5&2

ey e Simith

SELRY 0r
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Hlr. Cdward West Brown

The late Mr. Edward West Brown was born on July 3, 1917 in Chester, SC. He was the son of the late
Earnest and Annie Brown and husband of Mrs. Jessie Mae Brown. To this union was born one
daughter, Audrey Grant; three grandchildren: Patrice, Veronica and Trevor, and one great-grandson,

Scott, III.

Mr. Brown attended the public Schools of Chester County. In the pursuit of post-secondary education,
he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Studies and Physical Education from Benedict
College, Columbia, SC and a Masters at North Carolina Central State University, Durham, NC.
Credits for other studies were received at South Carolina State University, Orangeburg, SC..

Mr. Brown was Principal at Ralph J. Bunche Elementary School,, Cowpens, SC and transferred to
Benjamin E. Mays Consolidated School, Pacolet Mills, SC in 1953. After leaving Mays he was
principal at Green Pond High in NC for three years, head coach at Finley, and Assist. Principal at
Lewisville High School in Richburg upon his retirement in 1985.

Mr. Brown was the first principal of Benjamin E. Mays and served in that capacity until 1963. He
implemented and managed an efficient, as well as very effective, educational program. Therefore, the
school graduated competitive students who faired well in post secondary schools and also in the work
environment. Mr. Brown was very effective in utilizing his education, special communication and
intepersonal skills in relating to and addressing the over-all individual needs of the students. He was

held in very high regard and even served as a father figure for some.

The best interest of his students, faculty and the parents were always of utmost importance and at the
forefront of his administration. He established a rapport with them on every level and could even
address the parents by their first name. In working closely with the parents, in conjunction with the
faculty and students, Mr. Brown served as an inspiration to all. He was an outstanding Principal,
Basketball Coach and Mentor.

He was also a member of Pleasant View United Methodist Church; Superintendent of the Sunday
School, Secretary of Pleasant View Building Fund, President of Methodist Men, an annual delegate to
the SC Methodist Conference, Life Member of the SC Education Association, member of the Athletic
Association of SC, Life Member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, member of Fraternal Order of the
Masons, and served in the United States Army from 1942 to 1946 with the Amphibian Outfit in the
Pacific.

The Benjamin E. Mays Reunion Committee published a combined yearbook in celebration of the
Benjamin E. Mays School Reunion in 1993. The yearbook was comprised of the school years 1953-54
- 1969-70 and dedicated it in memory of Mr. Brown.

The Benjamin E. Mays Renaming Committee, with heartfelt gratitude and utmost regard, elected
posthumously , Mr. Edward West Brown as one of the educators to be honored at the Middle School of
Pacolet (Original Benjamin E. Mays) Dedication Service on November 14, 1999.
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| For 37 years (as of 1964) she taught in the public schools of both North and South Carolina where she :

These are truly evident of her services to mankind. Throughout her career of service and devotion, she
. worked quietly and unselfishly. Truly, Mrs. Daniel carved her name on the hearts of many who love and)|

| For the gifts of herself and possessions, the Benjamin E. Mays Renaming Committee, with warmest |

|| and served as Assistant Principal of grades one through six. During these vears she received numerous

~ After the death of her husband, she moved back to Union and continued teaching at Benjamin E. Mays
- until she retired in 1964. In addition, she rendered service to the Corinth Baptist Church of Union, South

Hirs. (Tlberta 76%{' Danicl

The late Mrs. Alberta Ruff Daniel was born in Newberry County and the oldest of 11 children. She moved
at an early age to Union, South Carolina with her parents Seldon R. and Sarah Eigner Ruff and was the
wife of the late Rev. J.S. Daniel.

She attended the public schools of Union and received a B.A. Degree in Education from Benedict College ,‘
Further studies ot South Carolina State College, Livingstone College, and Winston-Salem Teachers'|
College served to enhance the quality of her service to humanity. |

continuously devoted herself to the education of youth. Her constant effort was to have each student
develop to his fullest potential. Her teaching career began initially in Woodruff, South Carolina where she
taught for one year after graduating from Benedict. It continued in Kelton and Union, South Carolina
Union County until she was married and moved to North Carolina with her husband.

l

For 22 years she worked in the church as a minister's wife, first in East Spencer, North Carolina and later |
in Spartanburg, South Carolina at Majority Baptist Church. In her role as a pastor's wife, she organized |
both youth and adults in serving as pianist, choir director, Sunday School teacher, and Missionary. She
was also instrumental in helping to raise funds to pay off the great debt that they found at Majority. |
Shortly after the burning of the mortgage, she began teaching private piano lessons. Later she returned i
to the classroom and began teaching at Maysville School in Pacolet Mills, South Carolina. When it

closed, she was transferred to Benjamin E. Mays Consolidated School in Pacolet Mills where she taught

honors and awards.

Carolina as Director of the Junior Choir, Sunday School Teacher, Pianist for the Missionary Circle #3, and ||
member of the General Missionary. Other community activities included Pianist for the Minister Wives

Alliance of Union County, member of the State Minister Wives' Alliance member of the South Caroling
Educational Association, Member of the National Teachers' Association, and President of the Union|
County Retired Teachers' Association. For 41 years she taught music to people of ail ages.

Mrs. Daniel taught piano lessons to an average of 50 students a school year after retirement from teaching ||
in the public schools. She taught piano lessons until the night before she died on October 4, 1978,

will always remember her.

affection and sincere appreciation, elected posthumously, Mrs. Alberta Ruff Daniel as one of thell
educators to be honored at the Middle School of Pacolet (Original Benjamin E. Mays) Dedication Service
on November 14, 1999.
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was married to the late Annette Farr.

Spartanburg, South Carolina. Mr. Owens served with the 82nd Airborne Division
of the United States Air Force from 1951-1953 as a Paratrooper and Clerk-Typist.

is a resident of the district. Mr. Owens was the first and only typing instructor at
Broome High School and retired there in 1986. He is a Life member of the South |
Mr. Owens is especially active in the fraternity's Greenville-Spartanburg Alumni |
Chapter, working with male students here and in Greenville, Pickens and Oconee |
counties who want to achieve worthy goals in their communities and in life

through education.

He is known as a good neighbor and friend in the Marysville community. Mr.

Owens also provides tutoring services as well as words of advice for young people.

It was with sincere honor and pleasure that the Benjamin E. Mays Renaming
Committee chose Mr. Monson Owens as one of the B.E. Mays educators to pay |
iribute to at the Middle School of Pacolet (Original Benjamin E., Mays) Dedication || |
Service on November 14, 1999.
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He spent his entire education career in District Three Schools (1957-1986) and |
Mays, and when it closed, transferred to Pacolet High School. He later taught at |

Carolina Education Association (Retired), and Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. |

Owens often helps senior citizens by providing transportation to the doctor, |
drugstore, grocery store or hospital, or by performing other chores of repairs. Mr. |

Mr. Monson Owens, Jr., was born in Mullins, SC (Marion County) and is the
youngest of six children born to Monson Owens, Sr. and Alice Ford Owens. He |

Mr. Owens attended the public schools in Mullins and graduated in 1950. In
pursuing post-secondary education, he earned a Bachelor of Science Degree from
Allen University, Columbia, South Carolina and a Masters from Converse College, |



@s&/cg/ Hlereka '75@171;7%//

As the currently reigning Miss B.E Mays, Miss Ashley Mereka Hemphill, the daughter of Ms. Sylvia Hemphill
and M. Terry Hoey is a resident of the Marysville community of Pacolet  She is also a member of Montgomery
Chapel Baptist Church and 8 2001 graduate of Broome High School. In February of 2003, Ashley graduated
from Gupton-Jones College of Funeral in Decatur, GA and is an employee of J W Woodward Funeral Home.
She considers-the title of Miss B.E. Mays quite an honor and looks forward to participating in the B.E. Mays
2003 Labor Day weekend 50th Anniversary Celebration.

Additionally and in regard to the Miss B.E. Mays Pageant Mr. Boyd Shands served as Ashley's escott  Other

contestants dl'ld escorts inc|uded:

Miss Quiannta Johnson, the granddaughter of the late M. Lester Johnson, escorted by Mr. Melvin Crosby;
Miss Evita Gory, second runner-up, daughter of Ms. Ann Hardy Gory, escorted by Mr. Jarrad Shippy;
Miss Latrice Blakely, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. (Wanda) Clyde Blakely, escorted by Mr Chavis Smith;
Miss LaPorsha Farr, dsughter of Ms. Lisa F Tracy and Mr. Robert Hill, escorted by Mr. Lerone Wilder;
Miss Ivory Porter, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. (Percilla) Lawrence Porter, escorted by Mr. Tyler Mings;

Miss Ashley Lewis, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lewis, escorted by Kyle Browning;

Miss Shamika Shelton, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Michael (Maxine) Shelton, escorted by Mr. Tyrone Dawkins;
and

Miss Asheley Shelton, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Michael (Maxine) Shelton, escorted by Mr. Willie Martin.

Pageant winner Miss Ashley Hemphill was sponsored by Ms. Coy Smith Mobley. First Runner-up, Quiannta
Johnson was sponsored by her grandfather, the late Mr. Lester Johnson, while second runner-up, Evita Gory




Consolidated School

50tk Anniversary Celebration
| 1953 -2003 |

August 29 -31, 2003



“We Make Our Living By What We Get.
We Make Our Life By What We Give.”

Our 50" Year Souvenir Booklet was dedicated to|
the memories of the following B. E. Mays
Alumni’s because of their love to their
community and the concern they had for the
fellowman.

Eddie Dean Oglesby
Class of 1958

Lester Johnson, Sr.
Class of 1958

Clifford Bernard Smith, Jr.
Class of 1960

One generation will commend your works to
another; they will tell of your mighty acts.
Psalm 145:4




Hr. Eddie Dean (Qg/e.ség/

The Begjamin E. Mays Reunion Committee proudly dedlicates this golden Anniversary Celebration Book
to the memory of Me Fddie Dean Oglesby who was a great supporter, outstanding gracluate ancl
 honorable member of this great organization.

| The choices that Mr. Oglesby macle were well thought out andl exhibited concern for his fellowman. He
| served diligently in his church ancl community. As a member of the Mt. Cabvary Baptist Church in Cowpens,
| he was an active member serving as Church Secretary and a member of the Board of Trustees.

Mr. Oglesby's tenure at Denjamin F. Mays did not go uanoticecl. He excelled academically in various
| extra-curricula activities. After grachiation he matriculated at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. Later
he attended Spartanbure, Technical College. He was alvays improving himself through eclucation.

He served God and his country by joining the Unitecl States Air Force.

|' In his commuaity he voluteered as a fireman for the Cowpens Fire Department, worked with the Blood

| Pank in Cowpens and Spartanburg chool District Three. He was abvays villing to clonate his blood to
: help the lives of others. His giving of himself earned him a special certificate for bis numerous donations.
I

;|:§; Mr. Oglesby was a Shriner's Shriner. He went far and beyond the call of chuty in this organization. He
| tose to powver by becoming Deputy in the Order of the Fastern Star, Commandler in Chief of the J.E.
' Dickerson Consistory ancl Senior Warclen-Grandl Loclge of South Carolina. It would be remiss on our
| part to overlook the contributions of this dedicated, outspoken. yet mild mannered man. We deem it
an honor just to have kaown him.

i

‘I‘

Me. Oglesby was a devoted family man. He was united in Holy Matrimony to Ms. Thelma Drysock and to
‘E this union two children were bom Coretta D. Oglesby andl Fddie R. Oz,lesbv He was later blessed

ith four grancchildren. Mr. Oglesby was a God fearing man and gave his a]l to see that his family was well
| cared For

 Mr. Oglesby would always strive to be the best that he could be. He alvays went the extra mile to see
!3 that things were clone clecently and in order. We thank God for permitting us to have one of his caliber
| in our miclst. Tt is vith sincere appreciation ancl geatitucle that we cedicate this Golden Anniversary
| Celebration douvenir Book to his memory. 228



@Mor{/ Pernard Smith
"Bll Gk‘f

The Benjamin E. Mays Remnion Committee proudly declicates this Golden Anniversary Celebration
Book to the memory of Me. Clifforc Bernard Smith who was a great contributor to Mays High and the
Reunion Committee.

Mr. Smith hacl a great mind andl free spirit. He simply refused to accept the orclinary. He refused
to believe that his life hadl to be dictated by anyone other than himself He was nnafraicl to take on
any challenge. It mattered not if the battle was one on one or if it were "Buck” taking on locul, state
or Federal Government. He firmly believed that all mankind deserved to be treated with dignity and

respeot

At Benjamin "Buck” was known as a brilliant young man vith great potential. After his gracluation, he
attended South Carolina State College in Orangeburg, South Carolina andl graclated vith a degree |
in Business. He became the first Black Field Agent for the Internal Revenue Service for the state of |
South Carolina. His compassion for others lead him to accept a job with Diedmont Community Action.
Some of you may or may not know how he almost single hancleclly ancl successfully macle changes in
the way the couaty of Spartanburg hancllecl Fecleral monies,

He was very active in several organizations. Among his most loved was the NAACD.

Mr. Smith was one of the first to serve with Mr. Lester Johason andl Mr. Ecldie Dean Oglesby to forn
the Reunion Committee. Fven though his health was ftﬁliug, he also continuned his cledication to B.E.
Mays by working on the Renaming Committee. One of his prouclest moments was when he gave the

word to drop the tagp that waveiled, "Original Benjamin E. Mays dchool.”

It is with sincere appreciation and gratitucle that we dedlicate this Golden Anniversary Souvenir Book |
to his memory. |

il
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Sestor Joﬁ/r.sou. Sr.

The Benjamin . Mays Reunion Committee proudly dedlicates this Golden Anniversary Celebration Book
to the memory of Mr. Lester Johnson who was an achiever of many accolacles in his lifetime. He set his
goals while attencling B.F. Mays and with cdetermination, harc work, faith ancl uyielding to obstacles
achieved success.

Upon gracluating from Benjamin F. Mays he realized that "A little learning was a clangerous thing," therefore
he increased his wisclom and knovledge by doing further stucly at Claflin University in Orangeburg, South
Carolina. Mr. Johnson abways hacl a way with worcls and to improve his elocuence in speech, he gracluated
fiom Claflin with a BA.Degree in English andl became fluent in his writing andl self expression. During his
natriculation at Claflin he was very active in several extra-cucricular activities. To name a few, The Yearbook
Staff, Claflin University Choir andl Alpha Dhi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Me. Johnson was an active member of his church anc community. He attenclecl Dleasant View United
Hethodlist Church in Cowpens and served as a Lay Leacler and a Boarcl Member. In his commuity he
served as Dresiclent of the NAACD, Spartanburg Chapter. He was the fiest to orgasize the Reunion
Committee ancl served as first Chairperson. He was also very active with the Renaming Committee. Fven
though his health was failing, he never gave up. He continued to work toward our goal of having the Name
‘Original Benjanin E. Mays School" restored to the builcling,

. Johason touched the hearts of many stuclents and filled their mincls with the huager for eclucation as
le taught them at the Shelby Jr. High School in Shelby, North Carolina. '

lester was a business man in every sense of the word. A few of his favorite sayings were:
v "Don't take this personally. this is about business."

» "T'm sure that we can all work together to make this happen.”

1 "To receive respect, you should atvays show respect.”

Ir. Johnson was married to Elna Sue Garrison andl to this union two children were born, Monica Johason
durvis andl Lester Anclre Johason, Jr. He was also blessed with three granclchildren.

Lis vith sincere appreciation and gratitucle that we dedicate this Golden Anniversary Sowvenir Book to

i MemorYy.
230
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2003 Officers of the

Reunion Committee

Chairperson Ms. Elaine Williams BracKett

Assistant Chairperson Mr. Don C. Wade

SELTELATY « s svvvssvsserssonsnsssnnsossovanmmmnnsees S, Boncile Dover Whittenbufl
Assistant Secretary Mrs. Thelma Prysock Oglesby
Treasurer Ms. Margean Prysock
Mrs. Nancy DawKins DawKins

Evangelist Elizabeth (Jan) Hill Farr

Mr. Charlie McBeth

Sub Committee Chairpersons

Planning Sub Committee Mr. Willie Lee Gist
Fund Raising Sub Committee Ms. Levator Logan Williams

Communications Sub Committee Ms. Vivian Smith Teamer




When there is work to be done you can always use the extra |

help and ideals. Below are the names of the committee members
that served with the 2003 B. E. Mays School Reunion Committee
and Sub Committees. They all made sure that the 2003 reunion

| would be a great success.

Planning Committee

Otis Sterling McCollum (64)
Charlie McBeth (64)
Floyd Black (64)
Pearl Smith Black (64)
Patricia McBeth Logan (65)
Tommie Hardy Goode (65)
Sterling Farr (74)

Communications

Bill Logan (66)
Boncile Dover Whittenburg (62)
Yvonne Smith McBride (65)

Fund Raising

Louvenia Johnson Porter (64)
Nancy Dawkins Dawkins (67)
Margean Prysock (69)




SATURDAY, AUGUST 30. 2003
‘LEGEND GAME - MEN & WOMEN"
MR. OTIS STERLING MCCOLLUM, PRESIDING

INVOCATION, MR. BILL LOGAN

SOME OF THE MAYS LEGENDS WERE IN THE HOUSE

“GO TEAM GO~

FLIP AND YOU WILL SEE
THAT SOME OF MAYS
CHEERLEADERS STILL HAVE
THE MOVE
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The Legend Game

During my years at B. E. Mays High School, I always knew
that the “Basketball Team” was a winning team. On
Saturday, August 30, 2003 I found out why.

A few of the Legend players (men & women) of the famous
B. E. Mays team came to show us that they still had all the
right moves to play the game of basketball or at least make us
think they still had all the right moves for the game®©.

One thing for sure the cheerleader still had it going on,
because all you ever needed to be a cheerleader is school
spirit and a big loud voice. Check out the next few pages and
you will see what I mean.

“GO Team GO”













Saturday, August 30, 2003

“Banquet and Dance”
Converse College — Gee Dining Hall

580 East Main Street
Spartanburg, South Carolina

Dinner — 6:30
Program - 8:00 - 9:00
Dance 9:00 — Until

Ms. Elaine Williams Brackett, Presiding

Greeters Ms. Levator Logan Williams
Ms. Louvenia Johnson Porter

e e e .. Mr. Charlie McBeth

Welcome

Dinner & Legends Game Highlights

School History

Dedication of Souvenir Booklet Mr. Sterling Farr
Recognition of Faculty & Staff Mrs. Vivian Smith Teamer
Introduction of Speaker Myr. John William Smith
Keynote Speaker Mr. Roger Lee Smith

Remarks Ms. Elaine Williams Brackett

The Big Fun Moments Guess Who We Are ||




Girls remembering some of the good

times at Mays
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“Worship Service”

Middle School of Pacolet — AKA Original Benjamin E. Mays Consolidated School |

Pacolet Mills, SC
10:45am — 12:45pm

Order of Worship

Rev. Laverne Smith Brown, Presiding

-----------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------
........................................................

...............................................................................

............................................................................ ”Hear Our Prayer” ||

Lighting of Memorial Candles ................................ Mrs. Patricia McBeth Logan |
Mr. Bill Logan |

| SEHOlATSTHD PYORPEIN osouisieinmistmassss s ass s s hos bt Mr. Don C. Wade ||

SCHolarsiRp CHIETING svveiivisvsiovvsimisisismsiiamsians sammmantoting

IrOdUEHON O SPEAREY vicssvivssvsissmiisvssivicsiiissnmmnansnssonsfasbasssass

SCIOCIION o cncvsvosmmarsoraraanmmss s s o e B

The Spoken Word ............cc.coeveveiinieniiiiiiiiiiiiaeiaaaeann,

InvitaBional FIYIIR ...oominsvsscssimsmesseiss vemsammies s e RS ool

ANNOUNCEINCALS .....eeveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e,

REMATKS ..o e e eeee e

| CloSing SEleCHiOn .......ccveeeerveereresssersoranasessassssossssnes

BenediCtion .........couuueeneeenee e,

Scholarship Recipient

Jermaine Franklin Greene
Son of John Franklin & Willie Greene







Well...... you are at the end of our journey
tm'ough “The Reunion Section”. I izope that you |

; enjoyed the journey back through the memories of
|
|

| memories back to you. I hope that you all en]oyec{
the week-end and remember we are “Panthers |
Forever”. It is my prayer that you will have safe
travel back to your homes and remember the good
ole days at B. E. Mays.

the past, because it was my pleasure to bring the |

Because of His Care,

Gloria A. Smith

Would have been, should have been Class of 71
|

|
"
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The Special Gift

It can only come from above, spreading wings like Mother Hens give
love. If your heart is right you will see a beautiful light. The poor, the
rich, they both have it, but only a few will ever understand it. Some take
it for granted, some cherish it, only a few ever find it. For those who |
abuse others with it, will only find out in the end the price they will have |
to pay long began. For some it’s so powerful that confusion comes from |
it, without understanding they seek various ways to destroy it.

Those who really understand it can only love it. They pray for those
who abuse it and cry for those who never got a chance to use it. For
those who waited too late to enjoy the beauty of it will one day weep for
never stopping to realize it. Bless those who take medication to prolong {
it, for they too understand it. For those who cannot see, seasons of the
year is when they really hear. It’s so simple to understand that Birds  §
sing about it, even Bees nourish from it. Say what you want, do as you |
like, if your heart isn’t right you will never see the light. If your Soul is |

pure and you are very sure, enduring pain is only part of the cure.
The path of Life is narrow, how we appreciate this gift determines our

SOUL Value.
-Bill Logan, Jr.

As Published by:
The National Library of Poetry
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Reunion Yearbook
Committee

Levator Logan Williams - Chairperson ('64)
Gloria Smith ("70)
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Vivian Smith Teamer ('64)
Louvenia Johnson Porter ('64)
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graciously acknowledge each of you individually and collectively for your participation in this
auspicious occasion. Without your cooperation, our dream would not have become a reality. Your
willingness to share information, dedicate your time and your donations have brought our aspirations
into fruition. We sincerely thank Mr. Charles "Thicky" Dawkins for his entertainment, Ms. Cynthia
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helping to make this book possible. A very special thanks is extended to K&S Sanitation Service,
Inc. for the outstanding contributions toward the success of this keepsake. To all of the participants
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Levator Logan Williams - Chairperson - Class of '64

"Panthers Forever"




PATRONS LIST

Willie Mae Fernanders Carter
Sons

Curtis L. Carter, Jr

Barry Carter

Grand Children

Justine Nicole Carter
Jasmine Mariel Carter

Geraldine Foster

Ms. Peggy Mitchell Moore

Myr. James Fitzpatrick
Mrs.Doris Russell Anderson
Rev. & Mrs. Clyde Eison

Myr. & Mrs. Lamont Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. Van Clemon Makupson
Mprs.Malissa Durrah
Mprs.Daisy Smith

Mrs.Ruth Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs.Willie Lee Johnson
Mpr. & Mrs. Anthony Bell
Poneice Graham

Elisha (Lee) Byars

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Gibson
Grandchildren

Donum Tamil Gibson
Kamira D. Gibson

Mpr. & Mrs. Richard Dean Logan
Mprs. Julia Mae Logan Thomas
Ms. Roxie Logan Washington
Mrs. Julia Logan
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Alma Mater

‘When the sun of Carolina

Mounts the eastern sky.
Proudly stands our Alma Mater
Glorious to view.

Chorus:
Maroon and gold
Speed it onward.
Loud her praises tell.
Hail to thee our Alma Mater
Hail all hail Mays High.

High school days are swiftly fleeting
Soon we'll leave thy halls.
Ne’er to join another meeting
Neath thy hallowed walls.

When the shades of night shall gather
Dark the hearts may be

Still the rays of youth and love
Shall linger long over thee.




AUTOGRAPHS
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